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ct1 tie. of the Ohi- el l ot th Luft fa I S. ~ a 1 1. both d t 1 and

co r ell 11 .8ince t h e au t hor as a ..1 tor upward of tiv e to t tall ,
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Ulftv/ SIS

!ecbD1cal Sergeant Karl Je
luftwaffe SIS

I. Origin, 1936 - 1937.

-'- General

! touDding at the Chi-5telle dates back to the year 1936, when OolaDel

(later General) KartiD1 waa _ ..... . iODed to oreate a wttntte Chi- t elle , .1II1l&r

to tbose at the Azv, and lfav. Aa ea.rl¥ as in 1935, oiY1l1an emploJ'ee. at the Wtt-.
watt. D .ent to tiDd SIS .tatt ot thll ArJq tf:!r traiDing. A Luttwatt.

and civilian i ctor 1Ibo had been aasocia d with the Signal Intellla _

e Sentee during ." rld ar I, were tr tenoed to the Luttwatte Obi !le. 'l'bel•• two

men caxmuaaed -tar _1..... ta.D .. their old o1rcle at aocpa1D'bmoe., t ill,...? .0ld1.n

h .ar1I~ in thll oua war i ll apt operatcr. or cr.1Pt l¥.ta. In

tbi. , ot cour.e, ~ tblt aenio at older men w obtai , and r IlUIlblrr

was ~~ ~.cieDt to the task at

•
Mot a ra ..11 DUCleu.a had been as led, Uaaape

int t 82Ilmlmell1ta were ....lW1, in t -aWIaer ot 1936, with traft1 at Ital1 ,

, oli. , h r t ea. training at tIM radio opeJ'&t

S •

• !bq re manned

aiMd trca tbe ReioMnhr SIS (see MCIsnoau lY ot

J; ~:-'"5 r..,f~l""",. tixed SIS .tar ) . In 1937

Potalllla

- ,oJ..... hio
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In those aa.vs, the Wf'twaft'e Ch1-Stelle waa oal3' a small omce, emplqy1ng

10-12 people. Little seotioDS, oarrespODding to the monitoring &reU ot the thre.

out";stat i ona, were tormed. The tirst dealt with Bngland, Pr8DCe, 8Dd Belgb_i the

800M with Ita~, and the third with Rusaia, Po18.lld and CzeobosloTBld.... To thea.

was added a small o"tYPtanaJa'tio group whicb aernd all three seatiODB. The otficer

or i pector in charge ot the Chi-5telle was responsible tor the proper ClJpl.cP len:ti

ot the pers onne l and radio sets ot the out-stationa.

o. Relat i on to Lu1'twatf'e Headcpartera

Ifbe material sent trca the out-stations to the Obi-8telle was claaait1ed

ocording to tactioal subject, and p sed aD to the General Start. Since, at thia

time, the Chi-8telle i tae11' was part ot tbe General Start, and ae auob wu

ponai ble tor SIS plann1ng and per 0 1

was 00 i der abl ••

II. Purtber Dnel.cnpent, 1938 - 1939

or, ita ~rtanoe in this earq a

A. Gen al

In keeping with the general situation, which in d eftr . ,
t s was great~ exp d during t hea two ,.ears. :Pi1'8t, the c l eua at ci 1

e eer'rice aUgll8nt q, prote.sional 0 , mat them

tormer aDd globe-trotters. S DOe, hClWeYer, t i ra 1 ....no a~f1c1e.nt to the d.emaDd, acre t pol! c4 taking 11

per 1 into the SIS to be implemented, e aoti t i on ot battal!cma

wit hin Wtt t lot t e eignal re ente 1I'U prori.ded tor t eftnt ot war, a

decentr~ t i on ot SIS reault ed in all the more loas ot 1Jlf':lW!!IDa'. to t Obi-5 118,

c1 .t tbe outset of t war, be mil!tar.r d au,~" baa

in t h ~ligbt, even t gh the r

..

- 2 -
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m111t 1, 'tNt rather to t •
W1th tbe 1 w k.

B.

t ott1o

took P.&ol_ .the C

a aDd t b1I Ba1k.aDll.

' ng at 19 8, a r ear

" f er te- ted to

ot t bil .1-2. re 18,

R.te t . P 1, eq,dpa t

otr o • pIlent , 11&1.

D1T.l.aiOll.

II t B: Great Britain.

Ita18.

, C

Reterat :8: Cr,ypt q ai ••

Reterat P: nip e'Ya tioD.

,e

With the UIO tion at a' tew insignifioant c s dictated by the milltar,y . i tlon ,

tbia org ..tion remained etteotin until the end at the war. Reterat P, ~l~,

e dis peBr ed trail t he soene in 1940, sime oCllUlOn DIp n'A1Wltion at two c :tries 1D

such wid Jir ditterent stages 01" radio deYelopnent .s ~~III' aloU:la.r. a prO"Nd aD

absurdity'. On the other hand, progreaain planning aDd innontion tooli: p1aoe ritb1n

the other Reterate. A:rter the outbNak 01'" war, the Reterate are brcKlght up to

o .s trength rather qu1~, wb:l.le the Chi-Stelle itself was elevated to the

ata'tlul at a battallon within the signal repent serdng Lu:ttwatte Headcpartera.

C. Technique and Results

With the start 01" the war, the Luttwatte SIS 'IrQ already an orgard.zation ot

cae 1400 people. Por a Whole year prior to the war, the fixed SIS stati bad

-3-
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v..t'fio or tarei oa.IJliir1..... heir

lJ1g ,
t re a e aoCRU"llM pioture ot the

U'lYlme ,cle]~lq"'ID't and atre h or t ,aa .. b r Or'lPl~

,
~.n.rat e t

the aot*V oto to

bled t

p

e:JPI_ Lcm. T

~~~tted t

amd.h1

It

e ."~ the OCIJIIIII:D08l811lt at bo.ti tie , at ett10ient oi

, h ot t be Rete t e dPliDg 111th t orei gn ocwrtri... bad

.upt~Dt ba«)q~OUDd at t r1 em t ..uen air torc. with wu.J0Il0IU, it

t er:lal Onnll.bmt ed aretaJ.q.

in the

1DcJre...ed, and waa •

OOII:ta.ot wit

Now t

rat maintained c10b

otf'1 ot t Jr.2j theae, in turn, lent SIS t n.t at their

perie • The Reterate e:mro1.ed i ntlu e OYer th intercept operati ot t

S • On the other band, preaerri.ng elastioity and Q' t in tt. OCI:lllillKrti

at operations WBa, at oourse, rendered more diffl ult q, tba protuaion ot SIS t.

actiw.t 'II1.th the out break ot war.

In peace-time, the Chi-8telle and ita tiDd SIS .tations had tarmed a aoot~

1'Rlll["D..ng, haziogeneoua entiV. In oantraat, t be war nOW' oaused each Reterat to de

velope 1n4i'ri.du.alq, aooording to ....nt. on the var:lows traot.. !~. teDdeDqr ..

f\arthered by the tact that, "fran the tall ot lS40 on, the Reterate toc* to the n.ea,

tol the A-2'. they .erved to their re.peotift tbaatre. at WZ'. Howe~, thtr'

cant d· to retain the tuDotiODa and prerogati'YU pre'ri.ouaq exeroi.ed q, tba Cbi-

Stelle .wit hin the Signal Intelligence Senioe.

.....- .It. -
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Be tiODa between ...he Cb1-8 1le and the General S bad been w~ oloM

trrD ...he .'tart. On ODI baDd, ...b1... due"'o "'he he... tha'" ...he ..2 and the

the ot ,
A-2, hanng reoe1ftd SIS reports .in peac...~ alao, realiAd ...he tru. ft1u

~ ... . SIS. Al...hough "'he W-u,i....tellen

Di...ioZl traa "'beir rMpeo'tiTe Lufttlot1ien,

a w ar.1.c:.e ....ragale 1;0 a ...tain

A-2 ot the wttw.tte Gen.eral ta:tt

aD! -=»re arc:JW1d sigDal inteU1 , aDd eDli.....d the at

~ SIS in all pres. p%'()bJJ_ . In the beg1nn1Dg r4 1939 ...here were eftn plaDa

~ e tail because at the oppoai"'ion at General __T-IIo.LOJLL who did reU..h loe-

Id.. 1d on .0 YLWahl e an ina'i~ru~lrl: .. SIS, with i .... a~>1C1(J1:18 pr

tar till e.

e •

.A.

.... ng t • t ot the P .b , ...

trca l1n ... r1 aca at ... in,
p taU- a .ort • t ... Ce ,

• i ... 0 r

tiN '" .u: ba t e "'0

worJd.J:II. ita N1&101Tell' • ft r «1:1. .,
ot .. 't n-:r,- ...ar" 1"8 1 owr ... 1

••m oe • ill the tall• the t ba...taJ1.ou

t tt10t

fd ...hea. tt_l1 ... C, •

~
I.e 1 t IS _ ud. to .....•

-5-



TO
DECLASSIFIED

Authority wND Q0301/J

_ 1Dd1v1dual Pl1egertarpa lrgrked indepeDdentJ, ot the W-Leitatellen, IIOlding tMir

activitiea to coDf'oDll to the requirement. ot the OCIIlbat UDita ther a.ned, the

~ deo~tralisatiODot SIS at tirst aeemed to be ver,y tar-reaching•

. .

transterred to the SIS. !lhe out-.tat1cma are placed aD their own, and bad to

TbwI, in thia tirat phase o~ tba war, the impOrtance at the Cb1-8telle

lraa aharpq reduced. The tremendw.a e%p8lUlion within the SIS bad re.ulted in t be

emplo;yment at a IDlDlber ot untrained peraOllUlel, in part radio operatora b'CIIl the

1.AJ:ttwat1"e Signal Corps, :I.n. part linguiats tre::m other :wttwa1'te UDit. who bad be..

• be prepared .t o meet the daIilanClII made at tbBa. In t1on, problema preaentecl

tbemaelna during tbe tirst sontbll at tba war wbicb bad _Tel" been .CODOelwd. r4

in peaa...t1ae. lPor thiNe reaaaaa, the tooal point ot SIS .b:1ftecl at tb:1. t1ae

quite det1D1teq to tbe 'I.;.LeitatelIen, and to thoee iDd1?1dual out-.tatiODa lfbji.oll

were eapec1aJJ,- taTOr&b~.i ted
,

capabq oCDlll&Dde4; oc.pare4 wi th 1ID:I~CD tbe

Chi-8tel.le waa aoaroeq IIOre than an admiDi.trat1," offloe or reglst17~.

To ..et tbi. deftlopaent, tt. Cb1-8t el l e expanded ita Reterate w _ .

, q, the ~Dd. at 1940, they were alrea~ a:u.o.t as large aa t Le1t-

atellen. Thereupon, OIling .01eJ,- to lta relat10Da witb tblt General Statr, it p

oeeded to exerol.e operatioD&1 oontrol over the Le1tatellen. . Mareo'ftr, z:ecputa

tar onnel and apeoial 8lg11&1 equ:1paent on the ot the i t . te n bad to

be appronc1 'tv the Cb:1-8t eU e . In thi. JUDDer it cont1Dual

,

,

Id..tr ti

t,
1Ia1",

, as ...11.. a

tbetb:1n t SIS _-.LI~

u.,-11o"'U at SIS. OYer aDd &bow thi.adm1n1stratlft

however, it ...-uu.J.... i n ccmat&nt touch with all SIS

erate. Thi8 .. _l~1al.:q true during tbe tirIIt pQ&'.I.ua

..iIoAli&L.D .....L ..-.:..... C :tact wi t t.s t

..
- 6 -
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a.

In this sect ion was all

the seftral l"rl-.t ;a . HeJspoDai 11t,y aao nat

tion ot Tab ~l.I.Iollllation lid E pa 111; , the all & on or

to SIS te . In 'Yiew ot tbl rapid naion and oon i DWJWI growth ot t

the period or the war, this represented a co iderable

2).

b. Pera 1

• (See Pigare • 1

Here were handled routine peraonnel mattera t ~ pe...-"'~U.1I1&

to the Chi-8telle i tselt J blt to the entire SIS.

o. War Dia:q

Fran the outbr the war, an otfioer waa detailed to ~1D1;a1.n

,e a. diary ot the SIS aotivities. At firat th1s was done in the Karatall, later in

the hi t ono 1 section ot the General Start.

d. Procurement

This section waa responaible tor the proourement ar all special

_ signal e pm nt tar the SIS.

e. earch

Here captured equipnent was examined aDd later repaired aDd

,

servioeable tor Ger~_"lan • It was also incumbent upon the ohn1oi ana or this

section to tain 11ai s with the Wftwatte ottioe or TecbD10al Equipnent (TLR).

The man84~SIILent ot this Reterat was not subject to much 0 e. A

portion or it aooonpan:ied the Chiet at th Cbi-8t elle to lA.d"t1ratte AdftDCed H

~ rs ClI1 the Ea.stern Front; the technioal research section,- bowenr, spent the

- 8 -
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,
i ..

o0-4ft)e:r a1;1on w:lth the GeIWaD NaV. £.ttention was alao draWll to the work 01' the

terat wben the entire Wftwatte 'ft. 1Dr1 aplD8t

ettort' to a.Im:l.b1late tbl RAP Pi r Cc.all&Dd .

Until the OOIlcpest 01' Prance, "-Leit 2 aDd ita .eTeral out-stati . bad

auppl1ed the aeteratw:lth the aaterlal tor ita naluatiOl1 work. .ltter the ooou.-

patiClD ot l'orn.Y, W-Leit 5, w:lth nrioua ou.t-ataticxaa, ... e.tabliahed in 0.10 ~o.
.aa1tor the Dart m .eotqr ot the British Is1ea. Sbortq thereafter, ..-Lett 3,

French trattio, .. vauterzecl to Paria to aaa1tor

. the •• a reault, tM Re1'erat was DDIf pertormlng the finAl! e.... luat1ClD ot t.

1IQrk of thNe SIS battalicma. Tbe attention 01' tba QeJ~D High Ca='Dd we lie'Ntecl

aol.eJ, to tbl -.r in the We.t. Tbi. oated q, tbe trauater or a .ubltant1a1

.part of t Luttwatte General Staff to PraDOe in September, UItO. In Ootober they'

- 9 -
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oh at

the

Ret rat B,

•

bi-5t. le

t 1.at )O!"tan:t ot

re join lI.1 t

tar the

staft the aojourn P ia ; :I.t retW~'d t in

Deo r to prepare tor the Russi t er t t

Aani -on-the O1ae (}O • nort

The move to FrAnoe a ,"xy f a t work of tlw

Reterat. Pirat~J ita 1 ati in the vioinity t-at a t i

rendered oo-operation wi t h them h had n po.aible t r an t

l4ar tall. ::iec~QDlI1J.Y, the _ lDJ.:Lpat i on of t t e r t fran the 0 8-11 a

-Stelle permitt it t the ttoa pt ita

• The i l'lll' ar t.ue in :l.nt8l'08pt mat . alaithes

phere ot t

:I. t reao d :l.tsddle ot

J:llr..L~n _~••l&1. t a d a co na"Ie to

r at in peN

r sulting trca

increment to the

anr~l:l.mateq 60 S t he DtllIIOOIR,er . milltazy per-

6 Qluwl , it t linguiatic ahili or ng 0 er 1Dpmotan1:

qualit'io tio ,the old civil aervice

the bac lozlraJLDd.

of tb:la Ret.rat t1nal~ ~MWQ. 1nto

The tOlrtlJ.nilllS of the Reterat a sharp rise when, atter a rapid tum-

~ver of less oapable otticera, CRptain i ohtner , who .. a

at his activity in c om-.ot i on with the SIS bool at Soecking, WIlS appointed Chiet

o the terat. The n chief', s umClar'1;·ed ~ Colo 1 Goanisch of GenerB.l )( tim.' s

o:t:tioe , made certain that the Referat would haft ita appropriate position in the

rather drastic reorganiza'ti.on ot the SIS in the e t, neoess8r.1 qy the with-

drawal of W- Lei t 2. The R er at i tselt then camplete~ reorganised with

-10-
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I regard to personnel and division at workj the best evaluators were used to c

ari evalu tion section to prepare the new~-introduoed t hq reports . P

hapa the greatest contribution made ~ Capt. hichtner during his three mont

period at service with Reterat B .. the tact that, q,- oalling in a cap ble in

speotor tecbDioian, be provided the n nne qua DOn" tor a navigational aida e 1-

uaticm section, the proficieno,y ot which was unr:l. 'ftlled 1:tr 81\Y other depa nt

ot the Luftwaffe•

.
During the first halt ot 1941 an SIS CaDp8.I\Y was activated in eres

aa a part at tbe Chi-Stelle battalion. It was cCDposed ot t hr e ' platoo the :t1ret

c n.ed the personnel at the Reteratj in the second were t omd clYPt qsts who

were 8U1111011..a fran Pari. to

third, a ra.ther large WiT intero

ere. to a.si.t in the work of the Reterat j t

plato , was placed in R neighboring village

in t he .mIlDer at 1941 to t or t tfi tran rioa, tar whioh purpo. a. i al

antenna sy.tem was erected. !h:1. OClll)~qW' , inol uding oyer per.onnel,

an 8 rage .trength o~ oyer 400 men. In contr t to the SIS battal1ona, "

admini.trati.... aDd operational 0 nd had ver,y e8r~ be

at tbe bat lion caJDPlilder, theae two t 1 ~1oIo1.\IC"" ae pt d in tbl Chi -

e Stelle until tbe qd of the war. Th:1. ~ indeed bave been do to ...ure tbl

Reteraw otd..ts gre ter treedan at act1 0

nth ni.trati....

r ed t other oamDaIll4era

_. Jll'CII tb st&:QI~l1nt at the enli.ted ,
unpl...ant iDOic1eDts, .apeo1a~ in the first 7e • at·the war, aro.e t

inn1tab13 .trai rela1;1 ex1.t1ng be1tnlen their m111t&17 oCllaaD4Alra t h 1r

nora in t R8t erat . ver, _ wr. hillel within rea.aolaa'bl _ bounda dim.,

with1n the Cb1-8tell- , the l1t_ ata here ot a hi er headnu..l.Pta r . .. a1 s

inta1

- 11 -
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The second. half of 194-1 b ~t turther changes to the modwI oper

o~ the Re~erat. Work within the individual sec~ioDB became more alized and

a~tained greater polish. For example, within the fighter R/T evaluation section
'-

alone there were sepnrate speci ,lis ts . ~or 11 Fighter Group, ~or 9 and 10 Fighter

Groups, and for night figbters, mUls, and unidentU'ied HF R/T. In addition there

were men who specialized in more ccmprehenaive ~ielda. Por eX8Llple, the very

tenaive and important ~ i~ report o~ the Reterat which wa. sent to the General

Sta1't' as a picture of the air situation in the West, was for year. prepared q, a

I single individual. This man , in spite o~ being onJ.y a teo hDioal .er nt , per-

f d his work in such an excellent manner that he later beo SIS 11ai8On ot-

ficer to the Luftwaffe General Staff. A representative 8%lUDDle o~ the oalibre o~

the valu tara was Sergeant (later 2nd I.d. tenant ) Wdwig , who .. t 11ar wit

all phases of the Re~ tis rk, and who de ribed t operaticma o~ SIS in t

West in Vol VII.

3. Re~erat C

A:rter the reorganization of the Ch1-5t 118 in 1938, Ref'erat C' wa.

rusted with the evaluation of French and Italian tratt1c. utr.I,JJJl': to the change in

German foreign polio;y, mon1toring o~ Ita~ gradua~ dIr.l.Ddle4, until, tollowing

the entry of the Italians into the war as Germarv'. allie., the interception t

their radio tran'ic wsa torbidden by Reic 8Chall Goering himself. Pram t

time on, Ita13 ..... onJ3' monitored claDde.tiJWl3 .Dd without the mowle e ot the

Reichsmarachall. On the other nd, ba i .Bt4nooeption at ,"nch trattic.. which fta

accanpli.bed q, W-Lei t 3 and. ita out-statioM, prOTed nr:Y truittul. A. c art n

ot reports .ent q, Reterat C 't o the eral Stat1' "and Os tur d doc nta ot the

Fremh Air 1f1D1.atr,r bore testament to thia. r the oonoluaion of. the

Pai8J1 the work of t bi Ref t was in rea V terminated, although ita zmel

-12-
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t start of l:1.t ot a.t.r at J5 d be.n 8pJpcd~~'"

to deal witb radio tr ffl . Thi. tra.tn.o .. ted q, t lw ... ...._

B t1 • ObItrblLObing In t IIpriDg ot " tollowing the -
at of t clecl to uae •• 11l I t al\r a. nU, tor

. .
tioi'ftA ·t:1 1'11~ in the battle tor the Ked1 rr ."De In oem i on wi tb the mD"l7emeDt

of .+--_rr air t e e ts into t hi. area, :l.t .. alao pl&J~G. to ••t up a~

of SIS IItat1 • , whioh m.anwhile d

1mrea eel 1n s1•• to three men, ft S a11ed to the Karatall ill Kay ot 1 • I1;

waa 1nt Dded t

RAP Ked1 ten-

this group provide the DUOlewa ot af'inRl .n1uat1on .ect1on tat'

n and ftr u t tratn.o, and tor thia purpose it was .treDgt e4

~ the addi on at aeveral Engllab-apeaklng enluaton b'an b

aua t great diatanoe. be"tnen P and the DR' tb atre at Wftr, 1n-

aa.ec:ruate a1gnal oClllIlIlJll1oat:l.on with out-at.-,t1 , nd dim tie. in mat r .

_ pers 1, it a relat1ve~ long time betore thia new Reterat C could pr'OCDlOe

valuable resulta.

4.. t er at D·

a) G!D!ral

In peace-time t bls Reterat evaluated tretfio interoepted traa

C loftkla, Poland and the Balian States, and kept tbe General Staft' brieted em

air activity in t~se countries through ourrent reports. Atter the .ubjugad.on

at t s smaller countries, it oomentrated entire~ on the Sov1et Umon whiob

been oonsidered of prime importance f'rClll the beglnning. \ Owing to the different

atructure of the SIS in the Ea.t, the growtb and developnent ot this Reterat varied

•••entialll' tran th..qt at Reterate B and C. Wbereaa 1n the West and Soutb crypt-

anal\raiB b.::d to be abandoned to a ce n e nt , aDd the main empbasis traa the

beginning of the war was on tra1'f'1c nnaq s1s

-13-

R/T eTRluat1on, in the t the



DECLASSIFIED

Authority JJJ./D Q050/h
TO

--.----------~~---_r-~~~-~_,__--

ip g s could be r , 11' eh P eel SIS

i a te ditterent .spect . A further :r'W3dame 1 dis nc i on . t t in"

f{ t th e rged prac o lq c h m t with 8 new and rewlu 0 rd1

, while the tour y ...-....LIoLL. in t be Bast br tr t1 q

tew tee al innovations. To thia was dded the t at t t Dg tbl cours. ot

the WI' each at the s1an air amies dnelcped its own partioular raclio rool!lCb:are ,

the i nd1 au 1 evaluation ot which, ot aa V, b: d to lett tc the S

tali looat d on the n n sectors of t he Front which were a i a11a t s on t

subject.

Reterflt D, more than allY oth r R r at , bad to 11m1t itself

to a c r , whioh can be covered brifd':q b e. It be ita

paign in t be Eaat (end ot 1941) it m'O"f'ed to Ni reee in a Prussia.

tivi in the )( r t 11, in thD wake of Ge ad"raJ1Cles at the beginning ot the 0

,
in view ot the large-aca-a atioDli planned on the ant hern s tor tor the 8p

1942, it followed General St~rt to ZitaDir, where it r i d until Kq ,

e aiAn ndT8noe cauaed ita retreat 'to Warsaw; wbere, at the be"g1nn1Dg

of it aet up a Meldekopf whioh WAS incorporrtted into the SIS detena• ...,stem

It of the ZAP. When, tter the b akthrougb nt ltinsk, the Russians began to tbrea n

Wflrsaw, it III d again to Cottb.ul, south ot Berlin. There, tcJw!:lrd the eDd at 19lt4,

it was merged with the re nt al e"Y81uation CCll)~ aJ:IW ot SIS Regiment, E at , whiob

..s t o d at about that time.

• b) Organization and Operat1oDII

~ during the first two yean ot the war did the Reterat .end it.

dei:q nd f ortnigl1t:q reports direct:q to the General Start. At the end ot 1942 an

SIS liaison team establis hed in the office ot the A-2 to deal with signal

-:14-
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1Jlt 111 ce originat 1Dc in the J:ut. rtl ot t e r at 1) wer &1..,,,
unintel1i«1ble to a III i ilt , lince "18(1 Wi t technicaJ. data

t era1 17; hence t biT were 1t~ u.d r ewritt en by thl1 l1al10n t.... .Owl nc

to h 1moo~l1oated eot ot the work , the tera t co r l l ed onlT a f. but

hi Y q1J&lltl e4 .en; In all the were 0 '¥ ten ber l . ~ rather large or;ypt-

~Ill pl at oo wal a t ached ~o the Beterat. At 1tl height the plat oon conlllted

of about D1nety aen, but 1 r t uce r 1d17 1n the lut yearl ot

t war. !he rea.on for thi l ... t 11&11. cZ7Ptographic It be eTer

m r e 1Dd1Tid

pracUoal.

in character, _d central treat t ot to be 1..

!here w.. all attac to e Ret t a .L-.oCL" WI! tercept p l too

which .,nit t he in to-poln net work- of t he
I

11an rear et I e &0 I . _

• • COilp8Dl' i eISOW , lat r • I t

b el8t7Pe; 1t v. ph by the Cl7Pt-.l.~.

1neo rat eel to e r ort.

tor t e r rtl W e ' elet1])e4 1

t. JIro. 1 43 0 , i/ tratt l c f ro 81

in 11 t l f1

ot the r t n I tor whereit wu parUcular17 lIIport t on h

l ca t i o l1111t t h e uae t WI!.1 00

·.l d t ar..• conlilted ot a t t , . .

d 1

nce

11 l oq: r erl "ere ac~1Te oalT at nl " itl p .. IMUllW , r 0

waluto • alike, .. only 0 dV1nc It r -

vn 1)010.11" tr

a el M IAJ .. 411c1pl1 e r ..~.gal~

",..,1__110 ......' of tbl er cr co.parable to t ot Alli or

1n tbe • e, a e, the rt to he

- 15-
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to other appropriate headquarter., the exact .trength, compo.ition, and

pro babl e target of an en bomber formation. Thi. ;nformation wa. uwall;y de-

term! ed , at the latelt, while the Bu..sian bomber. were cro •• tng the tront line••

5. Retera t I

a) D,evelopment

hom October 1935 until the .pr ing of 1937 certain interpreter.

n w'l ;y emplo;Yed b;y the German Air Miniltry were .ent to tixed SIS of t h GerDlNl

A.rrq in Koenig.berg (monitoring of Bus.ia and the tic Stat.l>' freu..nbrietcen
,

(Bu'li.), !re.lau (Czechoslovakia and Poland), ich (Ital;y), Stutt~t (Jrance)

and. ster (Great :Britain). After a per i od ot training the;Y were •••ign.d to

Luftwaffe SIS Itation••

In.truc.tion in cr)'p tanal;y.i. wa. DOt provided tor. nor did it take

place. SeTeral of the.e civil . "ice loy • had contact, b7 chance 01117 w.th

tM. tield of .ndeaTOr 8Dd tamiliarlzed th . elve. wlth its general .outl1n•••

Aft.r the cr t i on ot the Luftwaft. SIS ln 1938, R~er.t • wu

ferm.d w1 thin the Chi-St.ll., . thencetorth to b••ntrulted with .11 decip eri

e work. In October 1938 • tour w.ekl' tra.1ning cour.e W.I ••t up In B.rlin t r

.tud ntl ot cr;ypt&D&l7t1c methoda in the We.t; In the 8prlng ot 1939 • Ilmilar •

tra1niD8 ·cour•• wu In.tituted tor the "'t. Variou 1

tlxed SIS .t.tion. were d.tailed to .tt d th••• ·cour .

r. ot 1nd1TiduaJ.

.- the outbreak ot the war there were .T&ll.bl, 15-18 lph er••

. 10 of w m were taa1llar wi th the cl7Ptogr hic tec u•• ot the W. . ern Ito r ••

but DOne ot who. co d b. te r . • good e -.::o.'a.L Y. t . Lat.r thele men were all

w ed out ot t R.fer.t. !o .lli.t in the wor k , which wa. D.OW b.w lu u,-; mo l t

..

- 16-
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1. U

at at I . a.
r ...17 r.a eN' d' ir trAd.

p u. •

of oqpt fo llOWlLM 71U'a

place ill a

d i pheri10r e4 b7

• tabli

1. Later. i

ad i d ail. a team of cZ'1P AD&l7 a. · aaili ar th • ...

I I b&1~tlL11cn or oollpUl' where th cf r f l ill tha

wub • :ua . .TeJl'ual17 , ~.rllC)JUlLe f fe at I

acatt ad OTer all of • •

!he Retarat .lxpllDClLed ly • . All toward tha a of 1 42 r

t peak atllP, . ,gt h of • ch for d the

ra1eaae of p~aieally-fit ..n to co. ' UDi tI _d their replacement b7 0 n

.1. to au f m&D3 a .t-bACk. BoweTer, the more 1J~

po t a t .78 e Were broken

could boaat at baT1 br o en 35,000 JIlI• • ••-.:e. in t he V.at and 15. in th ....t.

dur1q the nth (the era t ... di"rided into tva let 17 aeparate aub-a 10na.

one for t he " t .. the other fo r the Veet).

!he chi.f of the waa an ector-technlci8l1 Who. until

1943. lad DO officer ..ai.tanta, .,..n t hough he w.. oonUnual17 co elled' to n.U

out171DC lIS unite in the coura. of hia work. A great d1fficu.lt1' whlch ex1ated wa.

that ~ erat co d earcla. no d 1nit e i nflu c on the number or location of

int.rcept rece1 • coTeri.Dg tratfic in l ch lt w.. intereated. !hi. often aad

- 17 -
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conl1d ble d lay and in eo oalel made deolph lng 1 ol l l bl e . Slml1ar COD-

ditlonl prevailed ln the German~ alSo whl1e ln the Bavy tl» chle1' 01' orypt

all w Able to make hl1 tntl nc e 1'elt ln the direotlon 01' lntercept cover.

lor :turt h d t ail s on t h cr yptanalytlC e1'forts 01' lle1'erat :Il, and the luccell

Wi th w.t:l1ch t y t, the reader 11 reterred to Volume Ul1.

b~ Tra1nl¥

After a 1'f!iW houri 01' lnltructlon ln tundamental concepti, would-be

oryptanalYltl Were put promptly to work on cryptograph10 171teml the 101vln,; of

Which wae ln varlous Itagell 0 t advancemont. Mt er a tew Wftekl the novl ee wu tm n

Ihltted to a new procedure 80 that I Wlth time he could learn the dl1'terent m&-

thods 01' 80 lution. '!'he na. l 1 was on breaklng a IYltam quickly; lnl~ructlon ln

matterl of theory was of lecondary oonllderat10n.

The advantage ot thl1 method, conditioned by necesl1ty, Wal tha'

lndlviduall could 1 , ln the lhortelt poulble tlme, to luccel.:t'ully declpher
,

certaln well-known IYlt e luch ae Jbmber Code, Brlt1Bh Main Weather Code, etc. 01'

eour e, thele II e men l' l ed completely When attempting to break. a slmple, aL

phabetic, unreolphered 3 or 4-1'lgure code , ev~n 11' an ample depth ot messagel Wftre

available, The long duration of 't he war gradually neutralized thil dlladvantage

lIince each crn>tanalyIt , little by little, had h opportunity ot working on en--

tirely di1'ferent systems.

In general, experience lhowed that en over 35 7earl of age, eTen

wlth other propitioul qualificationl made below-average cryptanalYlt.. Profe.sional

men, B!>eci all y mathematicians, lawyers and philogists Who Were '(lu1te numeroual¥

repr e. ented in the SIS, with individual uceptionl proTed unlu1 table for practical

declphering work. As a rule they exhauated t~meelves ln laborloul analytical .
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research, eYen p1"oducing evidence proving & s;yatem incllpable of solution, only

to find that in the meant1.llle it had been alr~ broken b;y &mther group. !he

b t re811l ts were achie'f'ed with ;young people who lad completed the1r high sCbool

ducaU on or had Just entered a uniTersi t;y.

IT. !he Ohi-Stelle from 1942 to the II1d of the War (8ee J'1gure 50. 3)

A. General

The great Widening of the battlefronts and the prodigioua u:pend1t~e of

men and materiel forced the German Comand, fo llowing t~e first grim Winter in

lluasia, to adopt radical econorq meaaure8. !hua, the LuftWaffe Signal Corps, ltl1ch

hIld sutfered relatiTel;Y sUght los.e., wu referred to the pool o,f women workers

for its replace nt s , since the re8erTOir of abl~bod.1ed m WU henceforth ear-

marked uclusivelY for the tront.

e 1JDportance of radar int er cep t , moreoTer, Which b;y the middle of 1942

had f 1 1 p"8ed the uper1mental stage, was decisiTe to the development of, the

SIS in th Vest _d caused s1gn1f1cant structural chmges. At the same time, as

IWtmg to the defe Te, the aIS emerged as the IIDst reliable and

ric . t 80 of intel11 ence . ... the Allied air offens1Te ol ded , its 1.-

i>ortance to th defense of the Reich .c e appar t; not onl)" the High Co WIIMIoUUo

but tactical h .. well were, from then on, conoerned that 1t. orcan1sat1on

be an .trectiTe one. S1nce the begim1ng of ths war, commmd ot the Ohi-Stelle bad

chang 4 lande trequ 17 , but no e 0 fit s 1 r . had tI1l17 1l,,811red up to requir.-

t.. !her tor e , a )"oung General Statf off i cer wi uceU c t connection., and w

07. a f1ne r taUon w1 the i er cir cl . t . r a l Statf," t ru. t ed

th coJ81md ot the - 1••

. - 19 -
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At the .sme time the SIS, at 1 .t in the W .t, was freed from the ad-

!Iin1etr tiTe guardi anllhip of the signal regi t. of the Luttflotten by the

creation of

of Which

indep enden t SIS r eg i ment . Thi. regiment bad. three battalion., one

devoted exclu.ively to radar intercept. ~i8 .tro11&er centralization

had a f8¥'orable effect on fUture developmen t. ~e number of impediment. to which a

r l a tiTel y young branch of the service is in i t abl y 8Ubjected was con.iderably re-

duc ed by the excellent relations between the Chi ef of the Chi-Stelle end the General

Statf and Chi ef Signal Officer.

At the end of 1942 the Badar Intercept Control Center waa created in Pot.dam--

Eiche for the central evaluation of the reaulh of radar intercept. Meanwhile radar

intercept cfmter. Wel' e aleo brought into being at the W-Lei t.tellen of the Lutt-'

flotten, end gradaally Within Gar ny proper well. In the Chi-Stelle a epeciali.t

wa. entru.ted With determining policy. plannil1& th expansion of the lladar Inter-

cept Serrice, While the development of met hod. and t echniques was left to the ca:o...

bilityand initiative of .the .out - et a tion . and the Ohief. of t h Reterate. !he COQ-o

tribution of the Chi-Stelle wal e ••enti l ly one of ini.tration and . upply.

!he Chi-Stelle limited it.elf to thil field in an incr il1& measure, the

IIOre aa the ellpha.i. of .ignal int elli ee shi f t ed toward tactical eTaluation.

JIrom 1943 on it was no longer much d18 tingu.1ahed. by cr~tiTe id..... In retroepect•
it bee eTldent that th choice of 811 officer with no d or intelligenoe

training a. chief of 80 highly .pecialised a .erTiee was not ezactl1 a fortunate one.

Brie:f1D8 of the Gan r. ,St a f f wu the direct t\mctlon of the Jleferate. ~h' Jleferat

chief , in proportion to hie , &bili ty I _de the influence of hi. Reterat telt on the

.n.luatlon work of the respectiTe Le1t.telle~ apt for per.onnel _tter., tho ..

. It.tellen whieh were cllpab17 ee_ _ ed Were completely independent ot the Ohi-Itelle•

..
-20- , ,
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~ timel the;y eT procured apecial lienal equipment or co_uni oat1on :tacllitiel .

• the 'acUcal uni tl t

cha.nD81.

lerTed, rather thaA &0 throU&h the nomaJ. 0 Itelle

!he Ohi-Stelle &lao :t&11ed. When the time w... propUioul. to .mld the SIS

into a oolllprehena1Te Imd excluliTe organisation with itl own 1I111tar;y Itandardl.

On the contr8.r7 • in the :tall o:t 1944 when SIS regimentl were :toraed in ~e Welt.

South, and ~at. two extraneoul POltl were created;. that o:t & SIS chie1' :tor a,d,. .

miniltratiTe matterl and that o:t '~u:tklaerungltuehrerReichl :tor SIS matterl• pertaining to the de:tenle o:t Ger-.n;y. Haither 01' the men ointed to thele poltl

vu able to weaken the pOIUion o:t Lt.Ool. J'riedrich. the chie:t o:t the Chi - St el l e .

DuriDg tho lie lalt monthll When the Ter7 air . wal Jaden wi th the at~ Iphere o:t

de:teat, the aole endeavor of th11 triumTir a te was to dod&e relponlibll1t7 th....

lelvel, whlllt 1h1:tUng it upon the Ihould I o:t the regimental co-.w:u1erl.

AI alw&1'I, the Chi-Stelle'l claim to :tame 1,. in the per1'o ee o:t itl

118:terate on the various frontl. '!he acclaim Which itl reportl . received wall :trz the

JlQlt part owed to the apecialiltl in thele lIectionl. At the out-Itationl, a man

Who had come :trom t he Marltall wu held in dilda1n.

B. Organisation

D_pite the lignificant and :truittu.l progreaa o:t which the SIS could bout
.

lince 1942, the atructure o:t the Chi-Stelle had undergDne virtually no. change lince

the beginning of the war. !he deTelop e t o:t the SIS had. taken place along two main

linel. OneWa. :tound in the rile in importance of tacticaJ. evaluation (relulting

:trom ar17 warniJ18 md :tlight path tracking) :trom 1943 on. The development 01'

tactical evaluation wu :toltered by the increuing Itrength o:t AJ.lied air raidl on

..J •
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the occuoied countr i e. and Germany prop er , and it finally far ezc ded the i ..

po r t anc e of .trategic evaluation. Th18 work wal ltimulated bT 10ung and c 1e

SIS o f ficerl and cul i nat ed in the creation of the ZAl, a central Me1dekopf for

the defenle of the Reich. The Ohi- t el l e r ned both indifferent and helplel.

in the fac e of th1:8 develop nt, with the relult tha.t the po l1t1on of · :rwwl.Uf.

kl erungl tuebr er Reich', a parallel headq t erl to manage SIS matter. pert a ini

to the Reich'. de f en. e. bad to be finally created. Secondly, t h unification of

the SIS, which already by 1942 had exp dad into an orcanization of divilion ItreDgth

and was urgently in ne.ad of a:a. i ndep dent i n i l t r _t i ve .~tem in con.ideration

of itl ee1 function, final11, in the leeond half of 1944, proved mo.t neee••arT.

Di.cussionl looking toward a lolution of thia problem, had aJ.read.y began in 1941.

~ decisive action howaver was po.tponed from year to year. In th1~ caae, allO,

the Ohi-Stelle failed completely; lince it had planned and lupeni.ed all SIS ope~

ations from the beginning, it might easily l~ve been the central &dmini.trative

a uthority allO. ThuI, the administration of the SIS waa placed in the hands of one

of the IDBl1Y' lupernumerary Luftwaffe Signal Corpl , gener I, thereb7 placinc the fate

of the SIS regiments and their battalion. in the Sout h and . t likewi.e in the .ame

hand . The Ohief of the Ohi-Stelle himself finally turned over hi. "alter ego'

position as battalion cOllll'land to a ralerve o"fficer. unqualified. for 8l1:¥ more mil-

itary post. !rom 1941 to 1944 the SIS battalion in the Maratall conlisted ofl

(See l1gure No.4)

a. A cOIDpan¥ in the Marstall which compri8ed the peraonnel of Referate ~,

o and :Bl;

b. A company in Asnierel comprising the personnel of ll.eferat :S, part of
the personnel of Referat le, an int rcept platoon;.

c. A company ·i n Zitomir, later Warsaw" coIll?riling personnel of B.eferat D
and a large intercept platoon and Meldekopf;

-22-
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d. A company in Munich/Oberhaching co r18ing peraonnel of Re1'erat B5
and an intercept plat~on to on1t or t he United States;

e. An ~ntercept company in REeuow which monitored Rue,ian point-to
point traff ic.

A!ter the withdrawal !rom Jlrance the company in Aanieres wal dilsolved

and Referat B. greatly reduced in peraonnel. was incorporated into the evaluation

cOlllpany of SIS Reg l m81 t. West. The company in RzelZow. which had moved to I l au

in the middle 01' 1944, was tran'ferr~ to the SIS Regiment, kit. to Which, for

all practical purposee, it already belonged. Likewise, Referat D wa. incorporated

into the evaluation company ~f thie regiment When the latter left Cottbua and re

treated to the aouthwe.t under prellure of the Rulllian advance. In J'ebruary 1945

even the Marltall bad to be abandoned in the face of the Red .Ar~" diivel.

In the fall of 1944, the Chi-Stelle battalion. al had been the C&l8 with

I all other SIS battalions, became independent of the Luftwaffe Signal Corpl Regiment

to Which it had been ..signed. Comoand was taken over bl' a captain who YU eben h

prerogative. of a regimental, comroander. It was renamed 'SIS Battalion 350' and

retained its preY1o~ function of planning for the ' entire LuftWaffe 818 . In reality

the eituaUon had not ch8Z1ged at all, since ~ in epit e of the battalion cOlIIII&nder
I

(Captain Jordenl). the administrative chief (Brigadier General Xl e) and the
.

17u.nkaufklaerunglfuehrer Reich" (Colonel Jbrlter), Lt. Col. Iriedrich, u the r ...

pre'entaUTe of the Chic! Signal Officer, r ined the eupreme authority until 'the

Ter'¥' end on all SIS matters of decil1Te illlportancie.

C. L1. IOn

Referate were the .-upre authority on all evaluation quelt1on. arilinc

between t h r e 1cent l (aDd battalionl) and the Ohi-Itelle. !b~ tUrnil h. lnte1-

ligence directly to t h ' r al 8taff where an lIS 11a1lOn officer had been U'~~'lQ,

. ,..
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dnce 1942. Uon III of.he Office of th~ Oh1ef S1 Officer 01117 hlld inter-

oou.ne with the 1nd1Tidual battal10nl and re~ ..~~tl inlOf AI to cive er OTer-

all orderl or .0 ake known the Wilhel of the Chief Si&Zl&1 Officer. !he final

pr .Uon at r r.1 l-.v in the hand. of the Befer.t •• . BoweTer, the dlltribuUon

,;iven to thel• .repor t I, AI well .1 to thol e of SIS eY&luaUon companie. in ,;eneral,
,

1 - Itill the concern of the Ohief of the Chi-It.lle, acting in conlultaUon 'l1 th

t he 'Ch1ef S1enal Offieer.

L1.ilOn With the SIS of the MJIl¥ and "1', .. well AI with the Wehrmacht

Badio Defenl. Corpl waa carried out b1' both the 1leferate and the Le1tltellen, which

exchaD8ed report. with M-.q and ••..,. 8IS centerl 100.teet in their reapecUT. areal.

BoW8Ter, onne to the extreme lecrec1' Which lurrounded all SII acUT1t1', mu.ch W.I

.110 lett to chance. !bus, for example, the clole and happy 11.ilon between the

LuftWaffe SIS and the Badio Defen.e Corpl on matterl pert.inin,; to part1lan acUvit1'

in the Balkan. was found4tCi on the fortuitoul acquaintancelhip of two 11eutenantl.

Wbo, in 'P1te of ,;eneral in.truction. to the contrar1','exchanged intelligence on

thil wbject. !he three Chi-Stellen .ent each other theirreportl, and in the CUe

of t he Luft Waff e , thele were .tudied b1' the individual Beferate. Since 1942 ,.

,e li.i80n officer from Referat :B hid been ...1gned to the.A.rm;y SIS center 111 St.Germain.

but no Ipeci&l benefit. were derived from thie clole u80ciaUon.

ext ent of CQ-operation .m liailOn with the lignal intelligence 'ervice'

of Ger~11 opean allie. wae decided b1' the Chi-Stelle, but the execution of the

po l1c1' determined W&l left to the SIS unit. located in the.e variou. countrie.. !rh

01111' one of these II1gnal. 1ntell1g ence lervicel Which colDpazoed With the German in

qualit7 W&8 the nnnilh SIS, which had made ezcel l ent pro,;rel. in the cr;yptanal1'lil
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of Ru i an Iystems. Exper ience. with the Italian and Hun rian SIS are discussed

in thos e volume dealing with the h18tory of the Luftwaffe SIS in the South and

t st, or in the l110graphi es of the SIS battalion commenderl concerned.

Direct liaison between the J anese SIS and the Luft w fe Ohi-Stelle did

not eXist: contact with the J apan e on air signal intelligence could only have

taken place through the Wehr1'lacht Chi-Stelle, which regularly receiTed the monthly

reports of the Referate. To what extent thea r e rts, either in Whol e or 1n ]ar~,

were p ad by the Wehrmacht to the J apa n e SI~ cannot be laid. It would.

pr obabl e that records and r APort s 1n 8pf cial fields such as t~ 8th USAAJ or Allied

naviga t i onal procedures, in which Japan was especially interested, would have b een

fumi shed to her by the Wehrmacht Chi-Stelle. In t he last ye of t war, and at

the r equ t of the J apanese, it was int ended to lend a GerrJan SIS mi.sion. com-

pr i sing special ists of the LUftwaffe, the Army, and the Navy. to the Pacific.

Strangely enough, the Japanese ~d r eques t ed only E and HJ specialistl, not being
,

interested, 8p!'arently, in thp, fields of TrlF and radar intercept and Jamming. Th

working out of plans and pr6!'arations for this mission a done by Maj or Hettich

and Cap t a i n Grotz, under the direction of t he Chief of the WAhrmacht Chi-Stelle,

Colonel Kettler. Owing to the ever-deteriorating military situation in these two

remaining Axis cou~tries, the plan never materialized.

D. The Indi vi dual Referate

1. Referat A

When thp. Chi-Stelle was taken over by a General Staff officer in the

s~rine of 1942 , it was thereby brought to the attention of certain military circle.

which hitherto had di splayed no interest in its development. At the same time it

resulted in the Leitstellen being s~orted in a previously unaccustomed manner.
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_ In or dE.- to meet the increasing demands wi thin the SIS for per sonnel and equipment.

the Chi-Stelle had to initiate a strict management control policy. There Were

~ the problem8 of development and procurement of radio receiver8. This involved

n goU a U on 8 wi th the manufacturerl, who demanded notification long in advance,

if they were to furnish equipment by a specified date. Typical of the relative

regard in which the two J'ronts were held was· the jL ct tbat the moe t important

podtion in this Referat. that of por80nne,l officer, wu never in the entire cOll'se

of the war occupied by an experienced man froe the We~t. but for the longe.t time

waa h eld by an officer ~08 e -on l y experi ence had been on the t ern !'ront • The

S e was true of Lt.Co1. Friedrich's pe!"sonal statf. which did not bO&8t one officer

who had attained hi. SIS experience working aga1nlt the Anglo- er i ean Alliel.

!hu. the h i gher circles of the Chi-Stelle were quite without Wlderstand1ng of the

compl i cat ed probl eml exilting in the West and South. Thi s 8it tion not im-

pro d by the fact t hat a university profe eor of electronics vas cho.en to bead

the r&dill' intercept .ection who, i ndeed, posses ad a f undamental t heoretical knov-

l edge of the situation. but who had ablJOlutely no conception of the tactical .ide

of this work which w • so i ortant in the West. Thus be c en.ured bo t h the

short-Bighted. licy of Ref erat ... with r eg d to personnel. aa well a. the indecisive

and dl1 t o r T mann r with which it handled. urgent problem. affecting the entire SIS.

Thi s deficiency wu all the more apparent lince the Referato dealing with forei gn

countries or pur el y evaluatory or

t he. 1ni.tra t i ve probl

8, and could br ing to b DO influence on
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2. Referat B.

a) General

In contrast to other units and sections of the SIS, Referat B

maintained a constant. puroo seful policy toward ita own nereonnel. When ,t h e former

chief of the R ferat was called back to the Mars t all in the summer' of 1942, hia

place w~ taken by a young, entl1usiastic career officer who swept aw~ the last

vestiges of tho stagnant civil service regime from the Rcferat. He instituted a

system of daily conferences and secured the services of a number of experienced

• combat officers to advise the evaluators in the various sub-sections. This aerved

greatly to lessen the bureaucratic atmos911ere Which had prevailed. After a ha r t

time he was relieved by 1st Lt. Becker who was an authority on all matters of

evaluation. Undor him the nersonnel of the Referat was continuously trained, and

was accorded all privileges po s a hLe , litary functions, such as drilling ~d the

t construction of t r encnes , Were held down to a minimum. This, in turn, had the

effect of maki n g the men l() rk with vigor and enthu8iasm. Comradeship in this

R~ferat. as well as the relations between t he enlisted men and officers, was

cellent.

auxili i.e. '.

At the end of 1942 part of the personnel was r~ laced by women

Ihortly before the Invalion the Referat consisted of 4 officers, 3

inB!>ootor technic1 It 45 enlisted men, and 25 women 8lxil1ar1el. Atter the lleJMUlZl

withdrSwal from !ranee in Augult 1944 , the Referat was merged With the evaluat10n

company of SIS Regiment, West. Thie eliminated much duplication of work and the

personnel could be reduced ' by more than half. When the Americanl threatened Limburg,

t he R ferat moved to Bad 'l'uerckheim in Bavaria wher e it was d18101wd in the course

of event I •

"

..
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The ezpendon of the RAJ' and tne arrival .of American air unite in

t~e British Isles occ..ioned an increase in Allied traffic intercEPted daily. Thi.

e nece..ary a reorganisation of Referat B , which was accompli.hed gradually in

t h course of 1942. Later on the sections of the Referat w~re organized to cor-

respond to Allied unit. rather than according to type. of radio traffic. The

following picture was the result:

A Refarat Chief and his ass~atant;

A tact'iCal evaluatiQn aection which dealt with RAJ' Coastal Co mmand me aagea
and, during the Invasion, with air aupport party traffic;

A bomber evaluation aection , divided into RAF and US .ub-aections, which
was concerned with the strategic ev t i on of this traffici

A section for the evaluation of c tured document s, caotured signal equip
ment. and ~yigat1onal aida;

A section for the evaluation of tactical air force radio traffic (formerly
the fighter evaluation section);

A strat egic evaluation aection for Coastal CoI:lIll&ri.d traffic i

A. Ferry Co mmand eV~.l\a,t ion section Which in 194) was merged with a lIimllar
section of Referat C and became an independent Referat in ich/ObAr-
.!:lACnin~.

The Referat also had its own photostatic reproduction and draft i ne

.ection. The teletype installation and telephone awitchboard belonged to the com

pany d , from 1943 on, ' Were operated exclusively b.;r women.

c) L luation

t he highest SIS ev luation agency in the West , Refcrat B had

to exami ne , compare. and edit the work of all SIS unit e employ ed in t he Vleet and

the North. _ These co~rised:
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~I ~ Re-i . ~ t . e t , a nd l at T AlB
357 ( lon~ ran~e bo mb r tr ff c) j

t h i nc en -n nt t t alion

3I~ Batt 110n 355 (for:n Tly (/-Leit 5) in Os l o .

I n p a r t. t h Ref erat wor ~a. wit r arts e t t o .1 t by th i nt r-

c ~ t an v Luat Io n comnani l'ls j in :!la r t, al o . Wit !l t n e o r l bln 1 10 s eet and

mes a ges . T.e l att e r method W~8 ~8 n e sp ec i a l l y i n t . c e of R/T traffic. inc e

t ana , en word 1 a l m:> t alw8"s cunahLe o f v r i ed int rnr lltatlon. The t eri 1

available to tne R~fer8t for i t wo rk co ns l t · of t

as) tly r or t s ir« En t . -' nva l, tlon co nroa n d e a n 1. fro m 80m o f the intpr ee t

o a ni t a . Th ae were us l l y s ent t t l~t~ , but i n 0 ca t.!S r t ved

b rio ~r co i er ,

J Cop i '1 u t echnica l r eno r CJ a nd ~val a tilo r ,n ort W1 ie t . lntrc ':'I t comU8111e

t o p r euar I o n t U •

c c ) ~ . riic~i "IT 8."l -' R! 105 3 1". e t .

J :a -ior t s of P',! int rro E"a t 1o n , r )'"Ir t s on c tur nc: nent a n 1 o u i rima t ]Be

a n n r e a s r o -i o r t s . and ot h r co l.lat ral i n t . l l1 ;. C J ma te r i a l. :~ lnt er -

no l a t i of t his j".a t "r i a l wit~ 8i ~ ....1 1 t .1 11 en e was at r Lct Ly :'o"'h i rl an i any

tsi ri f.: RO'.lrC . 9 in ~ I ~ r-cno r t e n.aa. t o be i "' .: i cat ed . I t was only

t o b Ad to nr vid a r ' c • ' 1' bac~- t:o. ') ..1.1'1<1 an t o co nro l.e me t or conf i rm si t:,nEll

i:lt ~l l1~en '" r "11 t s , : rs « o~· :3' c ..... collat ral i nt llig .nc r epo r t

wi t ou t r s f er enc t ec ur-c o . .r o -'n t a snarp r fo-"T)r i rnand :'ro:n t n e 2 to the

C lhof of t :aefe a t .

n a s s s rue r i nta 11 · ~nc e on a C r t a i n t onic was CJ. it e cc:nolete ,

t . e 'Ij~cia.l at s of 3 efC'rat - n l : to keep t :. .:1 e i.v es inr'or 71 pr Oil t he .Jj ce
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•.eB.L lar t . \ . " t ,S' ae

c o:~ .. ... LJ • .3. r r • r c , s L t '" tri. it ....ra s th ~tJ o f the . tferat .

d i t

I " "1r v _ V I r t iat t ,t.o "'Jersonnt:' o f e f'e r e.t B b

l o .. ..:~ 0 :'11" ',1~ t bu t to· t C ,i-.:it r:l l ~. :a cars o of t is A.Il i n-

t _l l i & nce CO :U btl r eno r t "c. (a. . ' \ . sn n<=>cpssnry r "'fuaals t o d ivu15 t? c er tu l n in-

t elli e-e n . ,;0 ) ow t l,'Ht I' :.~ • nc » to r K o r sta.tion . : ~ 1 t t wo c i f'fs of t e

. ef'e r at e ~ d ully ·... r . oit . t U Bi c> t r. . . r e tie, t; of t. --i r tat i r. to . ain t a

He.., ' c l:. :. 0 . ~v:ul....LLtion w r i n t r, ·li 'Ja t . On t r, e o th r t.£lllol r. c r. ' l ie t i o n

occa 1... .s ~ I- __en~ B J po ~·o • on :I ~o 61bl e

r ..11 • t ,. V t. O:1 cor ··W l.!. a

.nen t It n

. t o bea a ~ tJ r r a f rom

w. t . l ;)0 t • •~ ! e r t B

i t .ll.1 t 0 on 'w'i t. L

_ e .

if:'ic lit r.' s t. :. . L to t. ,_ a .•c : .

.: . t , :~() _ 1 -,w ' r.e; t •• • .ir a...t ..ro ;.. eo: vr r.c • . 9 .

o ..1.. r Li. z e a s a ... ,

t . ......._ t ' n co ') J w ~ • u i8. j n t , f .I ~ ho : B e in Li ibur . a ~ ' o r~ .d

t'J 6t ·t:v -:r i n c ' J '3 t cc-oner t Io n . ,nO t;b.C.. C tltJ ar c i t c o d b d I ac s c • and

.' , sr a c er t a i n ep acial r eport or reci b i on ou l

oe r i t t, n b.l t ., co: or tn ·~f rat.

d) .Jir (,c t i I)

f1. l:I._ al ilit 10 U , t .! · 'Co r .c t ion 0 f in t p.r c eo t. cover i

• • ':1 ./ ~ st n ::Ort.. w~ t n.,} 00 t L roo rta t t o. J{ of t h e Rof r a t , , 1 I ' tation&

u nd er at n a :)lJ d t to n1t.nr on : t .at tra.f fi c wh Le n y ield t: suit

of oJ13. I n t 1 foc £. o f tit R r at d t o Lnaur

U!B.t no t 0 1.' t . 8 tn _0 _ t r ·"fic a cov r . b t o -t 0 fT tl nc 9 n ee B Sary

t o f). ta r. O V. r a.:' l p!ct' r « , . or exnmnl . S vura t nt r c t como 18 eo d 0 l y

b" . O V I. uru 0 r r « ur ' to CO y r t h o nt- to -noint n .tworks o f t h d the
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bp. r .. o rt 9d t o comb t un i t s e r e

eVAr t o Le s s , t Il e :Jon i t or i ng o f t II" wa s nne 8 ary

a n c e of new co .': .1 t rn

--

b ~ ,a.' . t h e o r e a n l a t Io n 0: t h e .4l l i EJ U a t r f o r e aa cou l be clearl d e t.er am ed

! ' ) :!l t.n c a e net wor k •

n.lAF. ein.c n t a c t i ca l mes sa £,,; ,s .... li er. co

compan i es d i l a y e an inclination to ab sorb t.nec s e Lv e e i n t h ei r r (;,1u ar monito r i ng

d s ve tiL burc en o f t h e n w tra f c on t o o t h e r uni ts . er e , also , th e

.3.ef er a t had to lnt er v on e > and t.o Lnaur e t hat. co rd in~ to t e e r equ'r u~ent of t h e

i t uat Lon > t he o a t Lmoo r t a nt f'r equ onc i e s wo u l d. be covered by t h e be s t p er so nne'l ,

I many c ee s _,, ~f /~ r at ll . it s e l f, took over t e a nal iSis o f ne W traf-

fic, a nd on y subs cqu e.t l y a8 6 iG~ed it t o t ~ appropr iat e eval·~tion cocpany .

e) 1·1p~sat:!:e ti a nd evor t s ( " '~ i g u.rp. : o . 5)

~he mos t i~o r t · t hefldquar t e r t o wh ic t e f r at r eport ed were:

aa) Tile Luftve r i: « Ge er St f f.

'0 '0 ) Th e Cnie! 3i nal Offic ....r o f the Luft waffe .

cc ) Tile Chi- t ell e of t h e Ar my.

dd ) Th 'J Cr.i-;jL ll e o f t he a'ITJ .

a e ) Lu ft f l tte 5.

f f ) R~ f r a t C (for t h f:l i nfo r mati o n o f t hos e SI S uni t s working i n
t h e .;)Qut ) .

I n many a8 138 r epo r t w '! leo en t to t he ~i - C We t , L tflo tte

3. and · .3T 5. e e n t , In.d.quar t r wer li cr ved by i mcnt , e t ,

Tb~ fol lo ~ n g t e s of e a and r r t were invol veda

) Fla me ( b y t el e"Jhone a nd t eletype) in t h cas
n w di cov er i e . lnt e~tlo n8 of t h e Rne~v , movements of
e t c .

of i mport ant
li e d unit .
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.nt ll of t ho pr ceding 24 hour e ,

c c ) Br i ef str t 1c r epo r t s p repa rAd every t n day .

dd )

ee) rts,
in Gre

ich comnr i s d 5 t ewr i t t en page of x-
11 event s a ve lopmen t during t h e
Band d i RPl"nmll.

rce co-op e r t i on during
n ight f ighter s , e t c .

1-1o reov r .. all i:trpor t nt inf or ma t i on f ound i n cap t u r ed m t eri 1 wa

co~nunicat ed t o t e i ivi dual SId uni t s. Tl lat t e r rec i ved from Rofer t B 11

neces sary da t a such as lists of "X" and t1~11 group, 11 t o f f requencie , call-

ai s, abb r p.v iation , e t c .

3. Refer a t :B 5

I 1941 a s ctio Within Rafe r t :B wa s es t abl i hed t o monito r eri ca .

h i s in turn , was d i v i ed into two- b- s c t ion . One anal y zed traff c which was

can er n ed With t h e qy awl av 1 i r r CA of t he U l ted St t e ~ whie Wer e t en

being built up has t i l y . This traff ic was In ni t o r ed i nsof ar as it could be h eard

by SI :i stat ions in Ger loany I Franc e , nd No rway . Tl is ub- ec t i OI\ re h it P

at t h e turn of t h e year 19 1~2- 1943, w. en t fundamental l y changed war ituat i on

• d.L c t a t ed a lJOrS co n s er va t i v e us e of r adi o r ecei v e r s . T'ne econd ub- actio n wo r k

on f erry service t r a f f i c on t "for t h At l an t ic r cut o at f ir s t in co nnection ith

Atlantic r econna i s s a nc e t r a f i e (Coastal Comnand ) . ~le 0 ' t h t lantic route, a s

el l as Pa n-American Ai r way s tra f f ic in South Ame r i c , wa ., taKen car f un t i l

I
l.

1942 by Referat C. \lh an the cov er 'ag of traffi c from t he n i t d Stat es p r oper a8

r educ ed , t h e afor e-mentioned sub- s ection of R f r a.t :B to ok over t h e mo n itoring o f

t his South Atlant i c co mmitmen t fr m Refe r a t C.

The Arin ri can ferry Bp.rv i c e inc r ea s e in i mportanc e , an d i n t h Mi ddl e

of 1943 this ItAmerican ll section wa s t aken a way from R'3f erat B. Reinfo r c .d ith
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c er t a i n sp ec ial ist p ~r eo~e l f om ~~fer at C it wa s i ns t a l l d in ,ronic IOber haching

as a s oa r a te Refera t (B5) , in ic t e an l ys is of al l f erry traffic wa g now

combin ed . ~t tnu same t ime tl e larGd . IT i nt e rc~ t p l a t oo n loca t ed in Obernach i ng ,

w ic h adoin i s t rat ' ve1y bel onged to t he ~r8 tall bat t a l i on , t ook over the mon itoring

o all f~rry traffi c wit n t h~ exc eption of t hat on t e ~ o rth tlant i c rout es , whi ch

as n r evtou eI y , continued to be cover ed by t M 16 t h Company of L 3 i n Angers. T e

new Referat eva1·~ted a l l t r a f f i c and had t h~ fo l lo ng r espoDslbi i t i e I

a) T" e monitorine ~f t he Unit ed ~tat ee proper , which al t hough i t only

tau hed t h e s fac. still furnis ned an in i ght i nt o he pr i nc i pal n t orks f the

Army and ava l r ibrces , i n to t r aini g activi y, a ir tran por t , efen e zones ,

and the activat ion of new combat avia tion units .

b) The 1D0ni to r Lng of t h e tlantic fer ry s ervice. The. i ddl e and Central

At l an t i c r ou t s were mo ni to r d by t h e IT platoon in Oberhac' ing and by Luft waff e

.;) I S ou t - tatio ns in Snai n , which on er at ed und er t h A cover name of "Pur cna ing .1ge

c ies n (See Fi sure o . 3 i t h A orth tlantlc r oute was moni to red by he 16 t h Co ••

LNR 3 and eoor t e furnish d t o t he Referat.

c) ThH ~onitor in5 of t he

i n Ober.naching .

aricanir Transport Command by t he pl toon

d) The moni to r i ng 0 f t h RAJ Tran por t Comman d, and of bot h eric n

and RA troo'O carrier conmanda , The great r par t of thi interc eption wa al 0

done in Oberhachine.

irfi el d r adio tower traffic (R/T on 6440 kc .) was interc t d in

Madr id . .oIont el l! r and. at vario a IS out-lJtatlon 1n th~ .Balkan and. Ito.ly. Thi

traffi c wa valuat d R f erat B5 . wit n t h e aid of 9xten ive filea.
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T"ne Ref era t also had. a s 11 cr: p tanaly t i c t eam of it s 0 n , which d

ciphe r i nt r Ctmt p,d me s S as on t po t .

Referat B5 remained op er a t i ona l until t h~ l a s t e .k o f t he 'ar, nd

wa thus in a -oo s i tion to cover t he :Brit i s h airbo rne l andi ng at Bocholt . One weak

before t~ cautur e of Munich by t he .american it s

Alps, while its wocen auxiliari es wer e d i s charg ed .

4. Refer a t C

a) General

1 0 p er sonn el wi t drew t o t he

When th~ i~or tanc 9 of t he Medi t er r ean t heatr e i nc rea in t h e

midille of 1942, the totally incan able chi ef of t hi ef rat was r eli eved from

office e~ t he instiga tion of the ~2 of th~ Gen ral St af f, an d r epl ed by the

C i ef of Refar at 3 . At th~ s ame time severnl experienced evaluator wer e ran8-

f r r ed to Ref'e r at C in ad o'! r to ass i s t t he younger per sonnel. The \rot) r k. of the 8e

e~ eri enc d men s l~vod to invi rat e the Refe rat . and to enable it to mePot it

commitment. Th eir tas k was w e ea ier b t he fact t hat t he educ H on ck-

gr oun d of t heir inexp er i pn ced pupils had be n , on t tl av er ag e , quite good. I

gener a l , the modus operandi was co mparable to t h t in th~ es t . However , in

su it e of goo d wir e conuounication to Si cily and Gr eece, t he r el ati ely gr t di

t anc e to t h e Mediterran an t ile tr e m e i t el f f el t in Ber lin . T ct i cal eva l uat i on

was lackin~ and dail;)' r e rts Wer e alwa 8 t wo ~s behind sched e .

The f urt her d evelopment f Refer a t C wa unf va r bly i nf l uenced by

t he sp i r it of m t al p ro sti t u t i on pervading the hall s of the r tal l sine t he

b e,;1n l i~ of th e war, nurt urine a large class of nr ivi l eged. mdo Lant s w 0 a8 i duou8ly

oppo en y chang p. or innova t ion . Thus , au in~ it tir e care r fer t C produc d

not ~ne peclal r eoor t ; t his in sp i te of th f ct t hat activity in the South pr o-
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id d t til m ~erl 1 f eueh e, indlvidua m b s

made notable cont r l but ion , but eWe 1n ff1c1ent to ch e th a 1

ca mp exton 0 f i et tic a oy. I n t h be i nn 1 o f 1943. fter h p BOnn at

the e er t b en -.gIU U Bed, thl t i me by the ad on ot bout twenty

W m n auxl l i i ee, he i f t ed ent i r l y to P P r wor k . T me ar a

th R f r a t i ed t he 8el e. in t he d t 1 . of a 19b1 ~ecioliE d daily ro u t 1ne

wl thout anyone in th ooml ng IDU h cq int ed wlth t he r probl m.

•
f clng th SIS t t 110ns n he ut h .

Thi co nd t 10 b ecam IN worBe dur ing the 1 t t a year. of the

war a d hour w l eng t ened rat i on. bee slimmer , a.i r r i ds rA 1 l y

i terf r ed wit the nig t l 8 r o e. alit eal syeop! t , t h tbr at be i n

s ~nt t o t he f r ont . Ii n a t t h 1 1 te date would h e been r 11 hed by no one , d

h fear of a tran f er by w~ of d sciplin r y action , all erved to upp r d

c b men and vo men wo r k1ng tw al ve ho and r e at a tretch. dur ing l ch t1. me

re ent it If , t h e mor inc ri ad ev r

mor e irr a r l ' , and r eports from t he r t r ti ne S S un1te 1n t he f1 l d were

t;;T O i n g carc er an d. aca r cer , tar th formation 0 f:;)I Re 1m nt , outh . a

merg of t he R f arat and t he r e , i~cntal eval tion company. as conBid r~•• I n

Feb y of 1945, When ~he Bus i n8 wer e v i rt l ly a t t gat of :Ber l i n , it

W 8 final l don . A numb r of t h e m enli t d in co~b t uni t which wer 1 t ended

for t he d e~pnse of 3 r l i n . I n Pr e staett en , an 1 t er i n ta- e ._ th Refe r t ,

now r ed ed in i flo ered f or a shor t ime ar a ne d ener get i c ch i t .

Ho eve , t 3 co Ll.a -re e 0 i bro an e nd to its activ ty .

b ) ization

Refer a t C, si to f r at , wa s o r iz ed i nto ec t io Which

1020 5 Gro •15 th T •All l ~d unit o r act ivi ti e
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r eoonnaia anc e , r ort1118 networkl, tranlport ' d ferry lervlce, d

rfleld radl0 tower trafflc). In tlon, two other lectlonl, one devoted to
.

prell r eportl d pr1aoner of war lnt 111g nc , and the ot r to poln~-to-point

networkl, Were eap ec l a11y auccelsful. The t"O lactlonl, in clol e, eo-operation

wi t h the other lectionl dealing with' &1r-to-grolUld traffic, and makiD& ule of

all collateral lntelligence, collaborated ln produclng and ma1ntaln1ng a detailed

orgardzatlon&l picture of laAJI \fhlch tho :;'t1.!twaf f e '.Ar-2 uled to include in hi s mo nt hly

r epartl.

aa) 1'u.rkel

The followl "Iu.b-Referate" Were attached to Referat C'

!bree men revised and edi t d the mator1al intercepted d evaluated by W-Lei t .,

Southealt, and prepared weekly and quart er-- ual reportl for the ..2.

bb) Sweden anp. )'ree lrance

Even the air forcel of these countries were nitored in l ketChy form by leveral

out-Itationl and they provided the "railon d'etre ll of several evaluators. Hare

allO, reports were prepared for the A-?, aoIr8times lOOnthly, sOll1etimelleel fre-

qU8lltly. Afte r the GerJl8.D. Withdrawal from J'ranee this section w united with

Ref er a t B.

ce) Referat C 2

Thil "eub-Refera.t \I was created in 1942, and was en ed in preparin~ a text-

book on the radio and navigational procedures of the British. ~eri08ll and Ru..ian

Air lercee. This opus as given Wide distribution, and all thp. larger SIS lUlUI

Were given copies for the edification of SIS personnel. Current supplementl kept

th9 work up to date. In the middle of 1944 the project tlriQ8 abandoned and the per-

lon!lel transferred to 513 out-Itationl.
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An inter cept station in the Mar6tall, itself, w s manned by lin-

~ . ~ t s of Referate C an d E. The primary function of this station was to monitor

American raids on the greater ~erlin area. Since the stall was charged with the aJ.J

location of VHF r ec e i ver a , this Wl::i.a th e best p.q'lipp~d station of its type. The

proximity of the Referate proved advantageous, since the R/T operators manned their

sets o~' during a raid and t herefore could devo t e the balance of their time to

eval uat i on or cryptanalysis. Flash reports Were telephoned to Meld opf 3 in Berlinl

"/a nns et'l , While final evaluation r ,::ports went to the ZAF.

c) Modus Operandi

Each morning the telAtype~ material Which had come in during the

night frofo. t he two SIS battalions in Italy and the :Balkans, from the co any in.
ntpellier, the SI3 stations in Spain, and later from the ZAF, as well as from t hose

out-stations which were authorized direct communication With the Referat, was 88-

sort ed by the Chief of the Referat and distributed to the appropriate lub-sections.

Aesembl1n~ and checkinG these report s wi th any data of their own, the 8Ub-Iection."

in the courae of thE.' forenoon. prepared the daily report of the Referat. er

being edited by the evaluation officer, it formed the baai. for the daily situation

conference at which all controver.ial points were discussed. It waa then mimeographed

and around noon was ready for distribution. One copy Was sent by courier to the

Genera l Statf, t4e others were ::nail d to the recipient ••

The afternoon a. a rule was devoted to the .tudy of incoming report.

and a revi ew of the log sheets sent in from the units in the field; map . Were pre-

pared , and p r elimi nar y work done on the monthly r 8PQrt, the di.tribution of which

corresponded in principle to that of Referat B'. reporU. Corre.pondence wi th the

r iments and batt alions &8 taken care of. cq mment. from the Gener al Staff were

studied d tho.e relevant Were pae on to the field unit. concerned.
..
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The Referat achieved considerable success in the field of traffic

a lysis . By means of network diagrams the organization of the .AJ.lied tactical

i r forces in Italy was worked out at a time When W-Leit 2, in spite of its greater

p ro Xi mi t y to the situation and its opEl"ational uperience With the abundant WIT and

BIT traffic of XII TAO and DAF, was completelY helpless. In general, clumsiness,

distrust, d do~ing of responsibility characterized the Chi-Stelle Co

" .

they marked the leadership of Referat C. In or.der. to keep its aurplus of p er sonnel,

occupied, ridiculous and unnecenary t ka , involving a labyrinth of paper w~rk,

w r e invented. As a result, all fe~l1~ for straightforwardness and conciseness was

lost. The majority of mecbera of the Refe r t , in spite of yeara of service in th

Chi-Stelle, bad never even Seen an SIS out-atation. This reluctance to face real-

!ti es naturally weakened the influence of the Referat. In cc naequence its opinion

in organizational matters carr i ed but little wei ght, and for the molt part it w

limited to special problems of val uat i on .

d) Liaison

Liaison also was limited essentially to the field of evaluation • .

Thank to the central location of the Chi-Stelle nd p er sonal acquaintanceships, __

e peciallY with the Luftwaffe .A.-2, it can be term as excellent. Prior to the daily

conference any new . robl s , and ev en all m terial t t d come in during the

night, Were discuued by tel hone between t he Ref er a t nd the office of the .A.-2.

o included the Allied air t r rt and ferr1' situation ..

reported b1' Re!erat B5 in Oberhaching.

When American radio stat ions eared on airfields in the Poltava

:t r a t D in Warsaw. lurthermore, a la r ge intercept platoon waa trans!err d from

area,

or R

d

ia,

erie&n bombers and their :ti ght r escort, following attacks on Ger

d ad . t hese airfields, an evaluator o! Re!erat Cwa. dispatched to
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the e t to War 88W to moni t or this t r fic. Bow ver , the r elults Were rather

inBienificant and aft e r four nont h the WIT platoon was recalled.

result ed in

In 1944 the Referat placed a l1alltln officer with Dulag Luft. Thi.

new bits of collatera l int eli i g ne e. as well as important con.-

f 1rma t i on of inforll8tion pr eviously obtained from signal int ~ll igence .

.
In t he last months of the war the Referat w merged \lith t he e 1-

uation company of IS Regiment, South. Thus w finally achi eved the correct

solution to the problem, a solut i on Which had &p:oeared obvioul as far back al 1942.

5. The Radar Intercept Control Cen ter (JUnkleitstand)
.

This unit did not have its ori g ins with the Luftwaffe SIS, but rather

Wit h the Ger :nan. Radar Ser v i c e . It hark ed 'baek to the ci.a\Ys of 1940 and 1941 when

t h e Ger Post Office (Reiehspo t) and the Luftwaffe Procure nt Division were

conductine radar int ercept exp er iment s on the Chann el coast. At the instigation

of Colonel Nebel, radar specialist of the ~erman Air Ministry, an organization

called the "iUnklpi t s tand." was created in Po tldam-:Eicile at the end of 1942. It

was intend ed that this unit should study and explore the followi

a) J!h eIll¥ ground radar;

b) lhemy airborne radar and navigational aidl;

c) lIlnAmy radio and radar jamming t echm.ques ,

fieldl.

The unit was likeWise commilsioned to work out a plan for German jamming operations,

and later to supervise its execution.

The Luftwaffe SIS earl y 8.8 ur ed i teelf of exercising influence over the

"JUnkl e1t s t nd ft Which was originally conceived as a sort of Chi-Stelle for the Radar
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t. Service. This Wtl.8 made ier by tho fact t nat te l had at t h • e t i cr t d

r r intercept ce t ( nde) at t e individ 1 ~IS bat t al i on.. The e

Were lntan ed to pe r f or m locally t h e m functio n as t e Radar I nterc t Control

Center in P t.dam. ~fter MUch ha~gl n~ an wr 11 over t he que tion of control

of the lat t er or an 1.za t i on it wa finally under the ad lnistrative co~uc~

of Lt. C 1. Friedrich, oper ional co nt r 1 being retainAd by t h

co nt i nuat i on of this dual control was f inal ly t e r mina ted in 1944,

r S r vi c e . The

en the r

interc t centers w r A incorporated into the eval ti on co ni es of their r ec tive

;)IS battalions. and radar i nt r cept n me ent di r c t l y to t ne Melde epf e .

'l'hus "h 1nterc~t Control CentAr wa limited p r i ne . a l l to t he f i eld of

eva uat t on , C'-' on here it a s by far over hade ed by the" ~i tional Aids II section

of Ref er a t 3, owing to the latter's seniort t y. an the far mo r e i ortant mat erial

it ra d at its disposal . In t h e ne of 19 · . foll ow i nG t he incor porat i on of

Referat B into SIS R g i ment , West, its na i~a ional aids section was mer ged wit h the

Radar Intercept Control Center.

After th A creation of th , th e posi tion 0 f IIChief of th J anming

~ervice" was 3stabli sn in t he office of t he "J'unkaufklaerung fuehr r ReiCh". In

e the ca of air raids on Germany this man , in Consultation wi th the Radar Interc ept

Control Center. was era rged wi th dir ect i n GerJJB.n armni ng operations.

The Radar Int erc ?pt Control Center also vised the C i- S t ~l l e on mat t er s

pertaining to equipment for the r od intercept out-statio~s. In practice it was a

Referat for radar intercept, even t hough t ne r e was also a radar int rcept ~ cialilt

Within 'cn of the Referate dealing with f r e gn countrie. The whol e manner in .which

the r ad. intercent problen was trea ted is i ndicative of the confusion, bumptiousness
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and l ack of co-ordina tion w ic preva i l ed i n all hi g er headquarter s in G r y

u ri ng t he l a s t t wo y s of th e war .

en 13 rlin was t at.ened. by t e au sian vance t t

~ntrol Centt wi t hd ew to Oberhac ing; as t e ~ i c ' s spproache ·blnich it r e-

tr eat ed to t he 8 wher a fi ni s was writ t en to it activi 16 •

- 41 -


